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not so sanguine. As the Noes shuffled by Lord
Randolph Churchill was heard to exclaim, "There are
not three hundred men with us/* but he proved wrong.
When the tellers came in the Government Whips stood
on the left of the table, for the Bill had been defeated by
343 votes to 313. Amid the cheers and counter-cheers
which followed the announcement of the result,
Mr. Parnell, pointing to Mr. Chamberlain, remarked
quietly to a colleague: "There goes the man who killed
Home Rule."

From the House of Commons the Prime Minister
appealed to the country.   No less than 93 of his old
followers had voted against the Second Reading, and
their seats were naturally the main objective of the
Gladstonian attack.    Only half of these were Mr.
Chamberlain's  Radicals,  the  rest being Whigs or
Liberals.  When the final results were announced, the
magnitude of Mr, Gladstone's defeat was apparent.
The Conservative strength had risen from 250 to 316,
while of the Liberal Unionists 78 had come through the
fight successfully, but the number of orthodox Liberals
had fallen from 334 to 191, to which must be added the
85 Irish Nationalists. Mr. Chamberlain carried all the
Birmingham seats, as he was to do for the rest of his
life, and he and Lord Harrington were now in the
position held by Mr. Parnell during the previous
twelve months, that is to say that both Lord Salisbury
and Mr, Gladstone were dependent upon their good
offices.

Yet on the morrow of this triumph Mr, Chamberlain
felt his position more hopeless than ever. He was
estranged from those with whom he had been accus-
tomed to work, and the Conservatives, with the ex-
ception of Lord Randolph Churchill, he mistrusted.